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the operation of trepanning. His advocates gave this as
a reason for his subsequent incorrectnesses, alleging that
his brain was affected. He was a lieutenant of cavalry.
The next was the Honourable Mr. Littleton, who soon after
succeeded to the peerage by the same title, and as worthless
a fellow as ever drew breath. The third was Mr. Croftes,
who commanded a troop in Burgoyne's famous regiment of
Light horse. By nature and disposition he was a well
disposed young man had he not been led away by the
fashionable vices of those he lived with, following their evil
example to support what was improperly termed " life."
These three gentlemen, for so by the courtesy of the country
they were called, in walking the circle, thought proper
to stare rudely in Mrs. Hartley's face, which having re-
peated in two or three rounds, Mr. Bate, in polite and mild
language, remonstrated. This produced only a scornful
laugh, and a repetition of their impertinence. Whereupon
Mr. Bate told them their behaviour was ungentlemanlike,
and if they presumed to offer further insult he should be under
the necessity of chastising them. A scuffle ensued, and blows
passed, especially between Croftes and Bate. The conflict
was, however, soon stopped by the spectators, when cards
were exchanged, Mr. Bate promising to meet Croftes the
following day at the Turks head coffee house in the Strand,
there to arrange a more serious meeting. Mr. Bate was
punctual to his appointment. He found Captain Croftes
waiting in a private room ; weapons, time and place, were
fixed upon, when Fitzgerald, Littleton, and a person in a
military dress entered the room, Fitzgerald directly
saying :

cc Croftes, what are you about ? You can have nothing
to do upon this occasion," and turning to Mr. Bate, he
continued, " Here, sir, is the gentleman with whom you
had the rencontre last night, Captain Miles, who attends in
consequence to demand satisfaction."

Mr. Bates, astonished, replied :

" I do not know the gentlema,n, or that I ever saw him
before. Mr. Croftes is the man that offended me, jointly with